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4DYERTISEMENT. 


IN the following adarhſi, great uſe is made of a trad? 
entitled, ** A free and ſerious Addreſs to the Chriſtian 
Laity, eſpecially thoſe, who, being of Unitarian Senti- 
ments, conform to Trinitarian Warſtip,” which is 
aſcribed to Mr. Toulmit of Tann. The words of 
other authors, as quoted by that writer, are alſo in 
foame places adopted, Without any reference being 
made to them. | 
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TRINITARIAN WORSHIP, 


MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


I r is upon a matter of great importance, that 
I am now about to addreſs you. I truſt you 
will pay all poſſible attention to what I am go. . 
ing to ſay, May God Almighty give you a 
ſerious, unprejudiced mind! May He open 
your eyes to the truth as delivered by the bleſ- 
ſed Jetus! May He enable you to obey the 
dictates of your conſciences, and to follow your 
honoured and beloved Maſter, through evil re- 
-port, or through good report, through life, or 
through death! It is under a ſenſe of the pre- 
ſence of the great God, and, I truſt, with a 
view to his honour and glory, that I now exhort 
ou, to turn from the worſhip of thoſe who are 
called Gods, whether in heaven or in earth, and 
to confine your religious homage to that ons 
Gov, THE FATHER, of whom are all things.“ 


8 x Cor. vili. 5 
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You know, my brethren, it was foretold by 
the apoſtles, that there ſhould be a great falling 
away from the ſimplicity of Chriſt, and that 
the goſpel, that precious jewel, ſhould be 
greatly tarniſhed, in paſling through the pol- 
luted hands of men, 'Their prophecy was re- 
markably falfilled. Chriſtianity was quickly 
disfigured. It was but about two hundred and 
fifty years ago, that our chriſtian brethren began 
to find out their errors: and then the corrup- ' 
tions of chriſtianity had gained ſo firm a footing, 
and had been eſtabliſhed ſo many hundreds of 
years, that old goſpel truths were looked upon 
by moſt men as mere novelties, and nothing 
was more common than for the catholics to cry 
out upon the proteſtants, “ where was your 
«« doctrine before Luther aroſe ? where was your 
% church before king Edward's days?“ 

It was not to be expected, that men ſhould 
at once obtain an unclouded view of chriſtianity; 
that they ſhould at once ſee through all the 
errors which had been collecting together for 
more than a thouſand years. Accordingly, 
though (in the midſt of much inſult and oppo- 
ſition,) they removed a great deal of rubbiſh 
from the fair goſpel building ; they ſuffered no 
ſmall quantity to remain: though they attacked, 
with all their might, one ſpecies of idolatry, 
they ftrained every nerve to ſupport another, 
perſecuting unto death thoſe who would wor- 
ſhip no other being than the 'one Gop and 
Father of all. So generally has the doctrine of 
three eternal perſons, (each of whom is ſaid to 
be God,) been received even by proteſtants; that 
I ſhould not wonder if ſome of you, my friends, 
for want of knowing better, ſhould follow the 
example of the catholics, and charge us, who 
deny that doctrine, with introducing novelties : 

though 
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E 
though it has been proved, to the ſatisfaction 
of many worthy and learned chriſtians, that 
the body of believers, for the ſpace of more than 
two hundred years after Chriſt, held that the 
Father only is Gop, and that the Lord Jeſus was 
nothing more than his highly favoured ſon and 
meſſenger. This is very different from the 
doQrine of the Church of Rome, of England, 
or of Scotland. How widely theſe churches 
have deviated from the faith of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, as well as from the practice of Jeſus and 
his apoſtles, with regard to religious worſhip, 


you will be able to form ſome judgment from 
the following contraſt, 
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DirEcTIONS relative to the OBJECT of worſhip, 
with ſpecimens of PRAYERS —of devout WISHES, 
We. found in the chriſtian ſeriptures. 


© Thou, when thou prayeſt, pray to thy 
5 FATHER, Who is in ſecret, and thy FaTHER, 


Who ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openly. 


1 — After this manner, therefore, pray ye: 
„Our FATHER, who art in heaven.“ Matt. 


vi. 6, 9. Luke xi. 2. 


leſus ſaith, — the hour cometh, and now is, 
*© when the true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
«« FATHER in ſpirit and in truth, for the 
% FaTHER ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip mim.” 
John iv. 23. See alſo John xiv. 13, 14. XV. 16, 
xvi. 23. 
J bow my knees unto the FarHER of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of wou the whole family 
«© in heaven and earth is named.” Eph. iii. 
14, 'I&, b 
i Giving thanks always, for all things unto 


„ Gop, even the FaTHER, in the name of our 


«« Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Eph. v. 20. See alſo 
ch. 11. 18. Rom. xv. 6. Col. i. 3, 12. ch. iii. 17. 
James iii. 9. 1 Peter i. 17. 

N. B. f is ſaid (Heb. i. 6.) „when he 
«© bringeth in the firſt-begotten into the world, 
«© he Ri, -aad let all the angels of God wor- 
* ſhip him:“ and we. read of particular perſons 
worſhipping our Lord. But it is well known 
that by the term werb is not always meant 
religious adoration, It is frequently uſed to 
deſcribe thoſe marks of reſpect which are paid 
to great characters. Some of the perſons who 
are {aid to have worſhipped Jeſus (Matt. viii. 2.) 
were Jews? Now the Jews paid religious worſhip 
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DiRECTIONS relative to the OBJECT of worſhip, 
with ſpecimens of PRAYERS—of devout WISHES, 
Sc. found in the BOOK of COMMON PRAYER, 


and in the writings of PRESBYTERIANS and of 
DISSENTERS, 


The catholic faith is this, that we worſhip 
done God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity.” 
Athanafſian Creed. | | 

Then likewiſe the miniſter ſhall- ſay, glory 
«© be to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy 
«© Ghoſt; Anſwer, As it was in the beginning, 
«© is now, and ever ſhall be, world without 
«« end.” * Morning Service. | 

«© Above all things, ye muſt give moſt humble 
«« and hearty thanks to God the Father the Son 
«© and the Holy Ghoſt, for the redemption of 
te the world, &c.*” Communion Service. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, 
that we ſhould at all times and in all places, 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord Almighty, and 
everlaſting God, who art one God, one Lord, 
not one only perſon but three perſons, in one ſub- 
ſtance. For that which we believe of the glory 
of the Father, the /ame+ we believe of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any difference 
or inequality.” Upon the Feaſt of Trinity. 


e Pope Damaſus, is ſaid to have decreed in a Roman 
council, that glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghoſt, ſhould be ſaid or ſung at the end of the pſalms, 

This was about the end of the fourth century, | 


T © If ye loved me (ſaid the Lord Jeſus to his diſciples) 


« ye would rejoice, becauſe I ſaid * I go unto the Father: 
for my Father is GREATER than,” John xiv, 28, 
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to Gop only: but mention is made of one or 
two particular perſons worſhipping Jeſus, at a 
period when, I beheve, even Trinitarians them- 
ſelves acknowledge that the doctrine of his 
being God was not taught. Conſequently that 
worſhip had nothing in it of a religious nature. 

It is alſo ſaid, 1 Chron. xxix. 20, And all 
*© the congregation . worſhipped the lord and 
the king:” and in Daniel ii. 46, that Nebu- 
„ chadnezzar fell upon his face and worſhipped 
*© Daniel, and commanded that they ſhould offer 
an oblation (or preſent) and ſweet odours unto 
„ him,” as a mark of reſpect, agreeably to the 
eaſtern method of doing perſons honour. Jeſus 
alſo, fpeaks of a ſervant who fell down, before his 
maſter, and wor/bipped him.“ (Matt, xviii. 26.) 
When therefore we read that the /zper worſhipped 
Jeſus, — that his diſciples, upon his aſcenſion 
worſhipped him, &c. it is reaſonable to under. 
ſtand it as meaning nothing more, than that 
they did him homage as a great character, or as 
a divine prophet. You will be confirmed in 
this, upon finding that all their religious ad- 
dreſſes were directed to the one Gop, the 
Father of Jeſus. 

% At that time Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, I 
„ thank thee, O FATHER, Lord of heaven and 
earth, becauſe THou' haſt hid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed 
*© them unto babes, even ſo FarHER, for ſo it 
„ ſeemed good in THY fight,” Matt. xi. 
25, 26. and Luke x. 21. 1 

«And he — fell on his face and 5 
„ ſaying, O uy FAT HER, if it be poſſible let 


„this cup paſs from me: neyertheleſs zot as 7 
ds will, but as THov wilt,” Matt. xxvi, 
See Mark xiv. 36. Luke xxii, 42. Luke xxiii. 


cc And 


34, 46. 
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Religious worſhip is to be given to God 
* the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; 
** and to him alone.” The Aſembly's Confeſ. of 
Faith, ch. 21. f 

*© The ſecond part of prayer is adoration, and 
and it contains (1.) A mention of his nature 
as God; and this includes, his moſt original 
«« properties and perfections: his unity of eſ- 
t ſence, that there is no other God beſides him: 
his inconceivable ſubſiſtence in three perſons, 
„ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; 
*© which myſtery of the Trinity is a moſt proper 
object of our adoration and wonder, fince it 
*© ſo much ſurpaſſes our underſtanding.” Watts 
Guide to Prayer, p. 6, | 

We muſt give honour to the three perſons 
© in the Godhead diſtinctly: to the Father, the 
«© Son, and the Holy Ghoſt.” Henry's Method 
of Prayer. 

Thou art the king of glory, O Chriſt. 
Thou art the everlaſting Son of the Father,” 
— „We therefore, pray thee to help thy ſer- 
*« vants, whom thou haſt redeemed with thy 
precious blood. Make them to be numbered 
„ with thy ſaints, in glory everlaſting.” Te 
Deum. 5 | | 

4 O God the Son, redeemer of the world, 
*© have mercy upon us, miſerable ſinners. 

„O God the Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from 
«© the Father and the Son, have mercy upon us 
% miſerable finners. TEES 

O holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity, three 
«« perſons and one God, have mercy upon us 
% miſerable ſinners. ._ 3 | 

„ Whom thou haſt redeemed by thy moſt 
«« precious blood. By the myſtery of thy holy 
* incarnation ; by thy holy nativity and cir- 

© cumeiſion; by thy baptiſm, faſting and temp- 
A 5 „ tation; 
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«© And Jeſus lift up his eyes and ſaid, 
© FATHER I thank thee that THov haſt heard 
„ me.“ John xi. 41. 

Now is my ſoul troubled, and what ſhall 1 
«« ſay, FaTHER ſave me from this hour? but 
«© for this cauſe came I unto this hour, 
„ FATHER, glorify thy name.” John x1, 
27, 28. | 

«« Holy FATRER, keep through thine own 

„% name thoſe whom Thou haſt given me.“ 
John xvii. 11. See alſo John xvii. 1, 3, 5, 13, 
24, 25. and Acts iv. 24, &c. 
„ HgBleſſed be Gov, even the FATHER of our 
«« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Far HEA of mercies 
„ and the Gop of all comfort, who comforteth 
«« us in all our tribulation.” 2 Cor. i. 3. See 
alſo Eph. 1. 3. | 

«© Bleſſed be the Gop and Far HER of our 
„ Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who according to his 
% abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto 
«© a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Jeſus 
«« Chriſt from the dead.” 1 Peter i. 3.“ 

«« According to the will of Gop the FAT RE 
«« to whom be glory for ever and ever.“ Gal. i. 


4, 5+ 
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We read (Ads vii. 59.) that © they ſtoned Stephen 
© calling (upon Ged is not in the original) and ſaying, Lord 
« Jeſus receive my ſpirit,” or breath or life, as if he had ſaid, 
« accept this ſacrifice of my life which I lay down for thy 
« ſake.” Stephen had juſt ſeen the heavens opened and the 
Son of Man, ſtanding at the right hand of God. Is it 
wonderful then that he ſhould addreſs that Son of Man? * 
When we are in fimilar circumſtances, it is to be preſumed 
that we may do the ſame. — Paul fays to Timothy (1 Tim. 
7. 12.) „I thank Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” But we may 
expreſs our thankfulneſs towards any abſent friend and 
benefactor, without directly addreſſing, much more without 
worſhipping that friend. | 


«Cc Now 
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tation; by thy agony and bloody ſweat ; by 
* thy croſs and paſſion; by thy precious death 
5 and burial; by thy glorious reſurre&ion and 
** aſcenſion ; and by the coming of thy Holy 
al Ghoſt, N 

*© Son of God, we beſeech thee to hear us. 

«© O Lamb of God, that takeſt away the fins 
„ of the world. Have mercy upon us. O Chriſt 
«© hear us. Lord have mercy upon us. Chriſt 
have mercy upon us. Lord have mercy upon 
„ us, From our enemies defend us, O Chriſt. 
O Son of David, have mercy upon us. 
*© Graciouſly hear us, O Chriſt : graciouſly hear 
«© us, O Lord Chriſt.” Titany. 

«© For thon only art holy, thou only art the 
Lord: thou only, O Chriſt, with the Holy 
«© Ghoſt, art moſt high in the glory of God the 
«© Father.” Communion Service. 

% Now unto the King eternal, immortal, in- 
e viſible, the only wiſe God, and our God in 
„ three perſons, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
„ebe honour and glory, dominion, and praiſe, 
«© henceforth and for ever. Amen.” Henry on 
Prayer. 

Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to 
«© whom with thee, O Father, and thine Holy 
Spirit, be everlaſting praiſes,” Doddridge. 


« Jeſus, my God, thy blood alone, — 

„ Hath power ſufficient to atone,” Watts, Pf, I. li. 
. To God the Father, God the Son, a 
„ And God the Spirit, three in one, . 

« Be honour, praiſe and glory given, 

« By alt on earth and all in heaven.” 


Watts' Doxology. See alſo Pf, xix, long metre, ver. 5, 6. 
Pi. xlv. c. cx. cxvili, &c. 
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%% Now unto Gop even our FaTHEr, be 
«« glory for ever and ever.” Phil. iv. 10, 

% Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
1 inviſible, the only wiſe Gop be honour and 
«« glory for ever and ever.” 1 Tim. i. 17. 
See alſo Matt. vi. 13. Luke ii. 14. Rom. 1. 25. 
xi. 33, 36. Xvi. 25, 27. 2 Cor. xi. 31. Eph. ni. 
20, 21. 1 Tim. vi. 14, 15, 16. 1 Peter v. 
10, 11. Jude v. 24, 25. Rev. iv. 8, 11. vii. 
14 12. N 

4 Grace be to you and peace from Gop our 
* FATHER and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Rom. 
*. 7. 3 

te Grace, mercy. and peace from Gop our 
** FATHER and Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” 1 Tim. 
1. 2. i 

„ Grace be with you, mercy and peace from 
«© Gor the FaTHER, and from the Lord Jeſus 
«« Chriſt, the Son of the FaTrer in truth 
and love.” 2 John v. 3. 

«© Grace, be unto you and peace, from HI 
„who is, pd who was, and who is to come, 


* There are in ſcripture a few afcriptions of praiſe and 
glory to the Lord Jeſus (2 Peter iii. 8. Rev. i. 5, 6. v. 9, 
11, 1a, 13. Vii. 9, 10.) but not one, as if he were the great 
God. Indeed they are not addreſſed to him, as if he were 


: 1 except in the Revelation, where he is repreſented as 


ing actually before thoſe who addreſs him, It ſhould alſo 
be obſerved that he is there addrefſed as the Lamb that was 
flain, as a creature capable of dying, which can never be 
ſaid 'of the eternal, unchangeable Jehovah; Honour will 
ever be due to the holy Jeſus, but not religious/worſhip,. 
Rom. ix. v. may be tranſlated, “ rhe Gop over all (the 
ſupreme God) be bleſſed for ever.“ | * 
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© God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
« Holy Ghoſt, bleſs, preſerve and keep you.” 
Matrimony. 
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c and from the ſeven ſpirits, * who are before 
e the throne, — and from Jeſus Chriſt who is the 
«« faithful witneſs, and the firſt-begotten from 
«© the dead, and the Prince of the kings of the 
e earth.” Rev. i. 4, 5. See alſo Rom. xvi. 
20, 24. 1 Cor. i. 3. 2 Cor. i. 2. - iii. 14. 
Gal. i. 3. vi. 18, Eph, 1. 2. vi. 23, 24. Phil. 
. 3: W. 23. Col. 1. 3. 3v 28, i. . 
iii. 11, 12. v. 23, 28. 2 Theſſ. i. 2. ii. 16, 17. 
iii. 5, 16, 18, 2 Tim. i. 2, 18. iv. 22, Titus 
i. 4. iii. 15. Philem. iii. 25. Heb. xiii. 20, 25. 
1 Peter i. 2. v. 10, 14. 2 Peter i. 2. jude ii. 
Rev. xxii. 21. 


BRETHREN, before J proceed, ſuffer me to 
aſk you, if you have carefully conſidered the 
aſſages, which have been laid before you? 
ave you read them over with attention? Have 
you endeavoured to read them with impartiality ? 
Have you +4, "an to Almighty God, that he 
would not ſuffer you to be carried away by 
groundleſs prejudices, — that he would open 
your eyes to his truth ? | - 
Brethren, it is no trifling matter.- It is 
a very ſerious queſtion, whether we be to wor- 
ſhip one divine perſon or three divine perſons, 
one God, or three Gods, Have you, then, 
really peruſed the above contraſt with that 


* 


® This expreſſion ſhows that this and the three preceding 
paſſages, ſhould be conſidered as only pious wiſhes and not 
proyerss for ſurely the writer would not pray to the ſeven 
pirits, | 


ſerious 
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ſerious attention, which the ſubject calls for? 
I do not pretend to have produced every prayer, 
or devout wiſh, or doxology to be met with in the 
New Teſtament, But I believe there are but 
few, which are neither copied nor referred to. 
One ſhould hope that you will not think it too 
much trouble to turn to thoſe places in your 
Bible, to which you are referred, and to thoſe 
alſo, of which the words are given, that you ma 

be ſatisfied one has quoted them fairly, and alſo 
ſelected ſuch as are proper ſpecimens of the 
whole. —Suppoſing that you have done this, and 
are ſatisfied ; permit me to inquire, if you do 
not think that there is a very ſtriking difference, 
between the ſcripture plan of worſhip, and the 
Church of England plan?“ Do you not think -- 
that the Lord Jeſus and his apoſtles prayed very 
differently from the members of our eſtabliſhed 
church? Jeſus and his apoſtles prayed to the 
FATHER, and to no other, He who is guided 
by the Engliſh Liturgy, prays to God the 
Father, Goc the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
to the holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity.“ 
The former worſhipped, one being: the latter 
worſhip three perſons or beings. + The former, 
therefore, and thoſe who. follow their example, 
we may call Unitarians, the latter we may he 
allowed to term Trinitarians. Does it not alſo 
appear, as if the Trinitarians paid religious 
adoration to a mortal man? For could Gop 


Though the Church of England only is expreſsly men- 
tioned here and in other places in this addreſs; yet the ſame 
obſervations which are made to ſhow that it is the duty of 
Unitarians to leave that church, are generally applicable to 
Trinitarian churches, among the diſſenters, . 


+ For I know no difference between a being and a ferſen, 
| redeem 


( 16 ] 


redeem us by his blood?“ Could the eternal, 
unchangeable Jehovah, be born, be circumciſed, 
be baptized, be tempted, be in an agony and bloody 
faweat, — be crucified and Jaffer 7 Could the im- 
mortal one die and be buried? And yet the 
being whom, in the Litany, you addreſs, is a 
being of whom this is ſpoken, But ſurely no- 
ſuch being is worſhipped in the holy ſcriptures. 
The only being there adored, is the King, 
eternal, immortal, inviſible. Had our heavenly 
Father defigned that we ſhould worſhip a God 
the Son, and a God the Holy Ghoft ; would he not 
have informed us of it in the Bible? Had he 
deſigned that we ſhould worſhip a Trinity of 
Gods; would the ſcriptures have been filent 
about it? That we muſt worſhip the Father is 
plainly declared. But we have neither precept 8 
nor example, for going farther. On the con- 
trary Jeſus declares, that we muſt worſhip the 
Lord cur God, and ſerve bim only, T and whom 
he meant by the Lord, appears plainly from his 
directing his diſciples to pray, ſaying, Our 
FATHER, who art in heaven.” May we not 
conclude then, that the worſhip of two other 
perſons, is' a merely human invention, and 
ſupported 1 merely human authority? But 
it is followed by the Church of England. Upon 
this ground, I exhort you to leave the Church of 
England, —no longer to join in her religious 
ſervices, — no longer to. countenance her un- 
ſcriptural practices. 


— 
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Neither Ads xx. 28. nor x John iii. 16 countenance 
| an idea ſo ſhocking, for there is the greateſt reaſon to believe 
| | that Luke wrote it “ feed the church of the Lord,” i. e. of 
| the Lord Jeſus, and it is thus quoted by the moſt antient 
chriſtian writers. John probably wrote © herein we per- 
ceive love, in that he, &c.” (meaning Jeſus.) 
7 Matt. iv. 10. Fn a 
Worſhip 
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Worſhip the Gop of Jeſus and his apottles : — 
worſhip the Gop of the Bible: — worſhip hat 
Gop, according to the dictates of your con- 
ſciences. Permit me to urge it upon you by 
the following conſiderations, 

FIRST ConsIDERATION. De ought to obey 
God, rather than man. Suppoſe that Almighty 
Gon appeared to you, and ſaid, ** Thou ſhalt 
„ have no other Gops but me, for I the Lord 
** thy Gop am a jealous Gop.” Suppoſe that 
a mortal man appeared next, and directed you 
to pray not only to Gop the Father, but to a 
God the Son and a God the Holy Ghoſt. 
Should you hefitate which to obey? But what 
difference 1s it, whether the Almighty appear 
in perſon to you, or whether he inform you of 
his will by his holy meſſengers and prophets ? 
What difference is it, whether one man or ten 
thouſand men ſtand up in oppoſition to him ? 
The path of duty is equally plain in both caſes. 
You cannot hefitate whom to obey : you cannot 
heſitate whoſe inſtructions to receive. Shall 
they be your guides, who dire& and require you 
to pray to the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, or he who hath told us, that true wor- 
ſhippers muſt worſhip the Far HER? 

It matters not on what grounds men propoſe their 
rules, or convert their ſentiments into a law: 
whether they plead the honour of their Re- 
deemer; whether they infer their directions 
from the character he ſuſtains ; or whether they 
plead the practice of chriftians for ſeveral 
undred years. If it appear to us that they 
preſcribe, what Gop hath not required, all 
that they can-ſet before us, is to be conſidered 
as only their opinion, zheir ded uctions, their 
will; not Gop's word and will. Let them be 
ever ſo pious and learned, their injunctions 3 
1 | 1 
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still only ZAuman: and the queſtion returns, 
ſhall we hear men rather than Gop? 

It matters not by how many, or how devoutly 
certain invocations, prayers and doxologies are 
uſed: the great queſtion is, are they counte- 
nanced by the New Teftament? You ſee they 
are not. How then can they be uſed without 
violating that reverence which we owe to Gop ? 
without violating the plain authoritative direc- 
tions which he hath given us? It deſerves, chriſ- 
tians, your calm and ſerious conſideration, 
whether you con do this and be blameleſs ? 
Will you plead that you are actuated by love 
and reverence to the Lord Jeſus, and by your. 
ſacred regards to the Holy Spirit? But what 
reverence and love is that, which induces you to 
deviate from the plan given by your great Law- 
oe? What ſacred regards are | thoſe which 
ead you to ſet aſide or go beyond the directions 
of the Spirit of truth? Reverence and love may 
induce you to worſhip Mary and all the ſaints, 
as well as the Son of Mary. The Church of 
Rome hath as good a right to enjoin the worſhip | 
of the former, as the Church of England or of 
Scotland hath to enjoin the worſhip of the latter. 
Your obedience is as reaſonable in one inſtance 
as in the other. Reflect, my friends, upon the 
caſe of the Jews. The firſt commandment, was 
„ thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me.” But 
they worſhipped idols, Gop therefore delivered 
them-into the hands of their enemies. A great 
Part of them were deſtroyed : the remainder were 
carried into. captivity. But this brings me to 
the ſecond conſideration, which I meant to 
ſuggeſt to you. ER QOH 1741 
\ SECOND CONSIDERATION. Tt is our duty 10 
beware of idolatry, The apoſtle John concludes 
his firſt epiſtle, with -“ little children keep 

yourſelves 
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yourſelves from idols.” But, is the worſhip 
(you will ſay) of the Church of England idola- 
trous? Will the members of that church be 
excluded, as idolaters, from the kingdom of 
heaven? Far be it from me to ſay, concerning 
any article of faith, in the language of the 
abominable Athanaſian Creed, that except a 
„ man believe it he cannot be ſaved, and without 
«© doubt ſhall periſh everlaſtingly.” You believe, 
T rruſt, that all ſincere and virtuous Roman 
catholics will be ſaved. But do you not think 
that they are chargeable with idolatry? Where 
men are idolaters through ignorance, and can 
preſerve their minds untainted' by the bad in- 
fluences of the practice; we may cheerfully 
embrace them as fellow-heirs of a common 
ſalvation. But till let us not forget that they 
are idolaters, and that if we, who enjoy more 
light than they, follow their examples, we ſhall 
juſtly become objects of the divine diſpleaſure. 
If it be idolatry to worſhip any beſides that 
Being who ſaid, „thou ſhalt have no other 
Gods but u; if it be idolatry to worſhip 
Gop under a bodily form ; how can they be 
exculpated from the charge of idolatry, who 
pray not only to Gop the Father, but to a God 
the Son and a God the Holy Ghoſt, and invoke 
the Almighty, by his zativity and circumciſion, 
his ageny and bloody ſweat his croſs and paſſion, 
his death and burial. - Whether the worſhipping 
of three different perſons, as three diſtinct ob- 
jects of adoration, and yet conſtituting but one 
God; whether the Worſhipping of a Divinity 
who is himſelf his own Father and his own Son, 
his own 2 and his own meſznger ; whether 
the worſhipping of the immutable and eternal 
Godhead, as having changed the mode of his 
exiſtence, and compounded himſelf with __ 
„ | ral 
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frail and mortal nature of man, on purpoſe that 
he might die; whether this be not a ſpecies of 
idolatry, unknown in ancient times, unaccount- 
ably. monſtrous and irrational, and repugnant to 
every natural feeling of an unprejudiced mind, 
I leave to your ſerious and candid conſideration. 
It matters not that the holy Jeſus is an object of 
this idolatry, Can you imagine that it will be 
acceptable to him, who ſought not his own 
glory, who did not his own will, but the 
will of him who ſent him,”” and who replied to 
the perſon addreſſing him with the appellation 
of good maſter, ©* why calleſt thou ne good ? 
there is none good but one, that is Gop, Would 
you honour the Son as you honour the Father ? 
Pay that kind of honour to him which he re- 
quired ;—not religious adoration, but that 
attention to his dodfrines and commands, to which, 
he, and every meſſenger from heaven, is juſtly 
entitled. All due and grateful reſpe& be 


rendered to the Son of Gop, to the Captain of | 


our ſalvation : but I dare not give that religious 

homage and glory, to the Sen, which I verily 
think, and am fully perſuaded, ought to be 
given to the Father only. 

It may be ſaid that the doctrine of the Trinity 
is an harmleſs, ſpeculative opinion, and that 
tae practice which follows it, can have no bad 
moral tendency. But it is hardly poſſible that 
any falſe notion concerning Gop can be per- 
fe&ly innocent, and eſpecially a notion ſo very 
falſe as this, viz. that divine worſhip ſhould 
be paid to Jeſus Chriſt, as a being the /ame in 
JubRtance, and equal in power and glory with the 
Father, When it is apprehended, that inſtead 
of one there are three beings, to whom the per- 
fections of Deity are referred, the imaginations 
of men, will always make a partition of divine 
9 attributes 
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attributes among them; and in no one of chem 
will there be that union of venerable and ami. 
able attributes, which we aſcribe to the one only 
true God; and as the mind of man cannot 
contemplate more than one object at the ſame 
time, it cannot, with theſe notions, be poſſeſſed 
of that mixture of reverence and love of which 
the ſentiments of true devotion conſiſt, From 
theſe principles it will follow, that while the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are equally re- 
garded as Gop, one of them will be thought 
to poſſeſs one ſet of attributes, and another a 
different ſet; one of them will be imagined to 
be of one diſpoſition and another of another ; 
juſt as the heathens conceived of their ſeveral 
deities. 555 

I appeal (ſays a great writer) to the con- 
viction of the Athanafians themſelves, whether, 
in their ideas, there be not ſomething more 
ern and inflexible in the character of the Father, 
than of the Son: alſo, notwithſtahding they 
aſcribe divine attributes to the Father, whe- 
ther, leaving the Son out of the queſtion, ſome- 
thing peculiarly amiable and engaging would 
not bl wanting in what would remain of the 
divine Being; and likewiſe, whether leaving 
out the Father and the Son, the Spirit alone, 
(according to their cuſtomary ideas of his nature 
and attributes, mercy and goodneſs,) would be 
equal to the works of creation, providence and 
redemption. If this be a juſt repreſentation, 
there is nothing that the Athanaſiant really con- 
ceive of as one being, to whom they aſcribe all 
the divine perfections of juſtice, goodneſs, and 
mercy. The Trinitarian Doctrine, muſt ſome- 
times therefore, be unfavourable to real good- 
neſs, by deſtroying the effect of thoſe motives, . 
to virtue, which are derived from the imitation 


of 
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of Gop, For certainly it would not be to the 
advantage of any man's character to reſemble 
God the Father, according to the ideas that 
ſome perſons have of him; ideas which they 
could never have entertained of him, if, by 
dividing the Godhead, they had not diveſted 
him of ſome of his eſſential attributes. 

Is it not then your duty, brethren, to abſtain 
from a ſpeciez of idolatry, which perverts your 
notions of the divine character, and has a na- 
tural tendency to corrupt your moral feelings? 
If there be ſin; if there be danger in idolatry, 
of any kind; can you ſatisfy yourſelves in a 
condut, which ſupports idolatry, which ex- 
poſes you to the danger, and involves you in 
the guilt of it? Is this the line of conduct to be 
par aed by a ſincere diſciple of the Lord Jeſus ? 

f you coolly and impartially conſider the mat- 
ter, you muſt be convinced that it is not, —But 
let us proceed to the 

THIN D ConsIDERATION. I is not conſiſtent 
ewith ſincerity, that an Unitarian Chriſtian ſhould 
take a part in any Trinitarian worſhip. Did you 
certainly know that ſome who join in acts of pub- 
lic worſhip, believed in their heart that there is 
no Gop, or that he is not to be worſhipped, 
nor will reward thoſe who Yiligently ſeek him ; 
would you not judge ſuch perſons as acting an 
inconſiſtent and inſincere part; as contradicting 
their own convictions, and aſſuming falſe ap- 
pearances? Could you regard them as hone/# 
men? Be perſuaded then to reflect, how nearly 
your conduct reſembleth their's; if you con- 


tinue to join in the worſhip of beings, who, 


you are convinced, have no claim on the au- 
thority of the ſcriptures to ſuch prayers and 


praiſes as are offered to them? Can you ex- 
e | culpate 
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culpate yourſelves, in this caſe, from the 
charge of inſfincerity? 7? | 
If you be Unitarians, do you in your private 
devotions pray to God the So» and God the 
Holy Ghoſt? No: you feel, that if you did, 
your hearts would gpbraid you with infincerity. 
And will you dare in public to trifle with the 
Almighty and with your own conſciences ? 
If am actions ſhould be clear and unequivocal, 
thoſe ſhould be ſo, which have a dire concern 
with the God of truth. The apoſtle: therefore 
exhorted the temporizing diſciples of old, to 
ſhun: the feaſts in honoux of idols, leſt they 
ſhould” be ſapp to entertain a veneration for 
the idols. T chriſtians of the following a 
refuſed to caſt incenſe upon the altars of the 
heathen! gods, fearing that this action would 
ſpeak a language, repugnant to the ſentiments 
of their minds. They endured every torture, 
and patiently ſubmitted to a eruel death, rather 
than by words or deeds: contradict their con- 
victions. Their example, my brethren, is well 
worthy of your imitation. - Indeed unleſs we do 
follow it; we ſhall have no right, at the con- 
clafion of this mortal life, to comfort ourſelves 
with the reflection, that in femplicity and godly 
4, ſincerity, not with fleſhly wifdom, but by the 
% grace of God we have had our converſation in 
*© the world.” There is nothing more diame- 
trically oppoſite to the charaQter of a true chriſ- 
tian, than the great maxim of the heathen 
philoſophers in former times and of unbelievers 
in theſe, viz. to think with the wi/t and ad with 
the vulgar. The true chriſtian is a character 
that is all of a piece. What he believes he 
openly Foy and acts upon. He is ſtudious 
to avoid even the appearance of evil, and there · 
fore dreads giving the leaſt countenance 2 
| | yſtem 
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ſyſtem or mode of worſhip, which in his own 
judgment he condemns. He fears Gov; ani 
fears nothing elſe; and wided his own heart 
dots not condemn him, be cares not what men may ſay 
of him or do unto him ü: A-A43- -000k\ 
Bet perhaps it will be pleaded by ſome, that 
they do not repeat what they diſapprove. Upon 
the ſame principle you may join in the religious 
ſervices of any body of mien upon earth. You 
may join in the weorſhip of the Churck of Nom, 


in the ** of a mahometan or of a heathen 


afenibly,i and thus pafs for à good catbolir in 
France, a faithful magie in Turkey, and an 
honeſt pagarin Africa. And think one moment; 
whether that principle can be good, righteous; 
and eligible, which will admit yo as well to be 
members of any: ſuperſtitious | and idelatroui 


cChureh in the world as of the: Church of England 


iel: yin bonnkas vo dl n 11508 1 

Sup poſe titat a ſor of | unenlightened heathens; 
zealous for the religion bf their anceſtors, ſhoakd 
erect à temple- in your, cieighbourhdad and con- 
ſeerate it to the ſervice of the gods of antiquity; 
ſhould yon this yourſelves .extufable in ſhun- 


ning chriſtian aſſemblies, and bending your knee 


ore the altar of Jupiter, of Venus, ot! of 
chus? , Should yodw think it: ſuſſicient to 
ju ftify: your conduct, that you adopted no ex- 
un inconſiſtent with yo rexl fentrmemnts ? 
|: eertainly unt. You would be fhochted at 
the idea of ſuth a conduſt. Yolo! would think 
yeurfelves., undbr an mdifpenfible obligation to 
confine-yourſelves to that worſhip; which is more, 
egtecable to: your chriſtian /pridei ples; to that 
temple- id which your feelings woultt not he 
weundid: not 'your: devotions diſtirbed; by 
addreſſes: f ydur fellow-yorſhippers . tot 
deities of their imaginations, - Buy for the yup 
hot ; ame 
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ſame reaſon, it behoves you to forſake the com- 
munion of the Church of England and join in 
the religious ſervices of a ſociety whoſe prin- 
ciples are more agreeable to your own : unleſs 
you think that the circumſtance of its being 
eſtabliſhed by the civil magiſtrate, creates a 
diſtinction; unleſs you think that the civil 
magiſtrate can change the very nature of right 
and wrong, and make that conſiſtent with in- 
tegrity, which would-otherwiſe be inſincere and 
hypocritical, | | | 
Pour attendance at a Trinitarian place of 
worſhip, will lead others to imagine that you 
are Trinitarians. It is in vain for you to proteſt. 
againſt fact. It only lays open your ſelf- con- 
tradition and hypocriſy the more. Let me put 
a parallel caſe. Suppoſe there are two muſic- 
meetings in the town where you live, in one of 
which there is never any ſong allowed, but what 
you are convinced is perfectly conſiſtent with 
religion and virtue; while in the other there are 
ſome profane and indecent ſongs mingled with 
the good? Suppoſe your ſon voluntarily choſe 
to attend the latter, and there ſhewed no diſlike 
to the profaneneſs and immodeſty of the ſongs, 
but ſeemed as much to join with theſe as with 
ſuch as were innocent; would you not ſeverely 
re prove and condemn him, and imagine that he 
had too much love to obſcenity and impiety ? 
And ſuppoſe he ſhould tell you at home, that 
when he was at the muſic-meeting and bore a 
art in the tunes, he either ſtopped when the 
indecent paſſages occurred or elſe ſung ſome 
other words; would you admit this as a ſufi- 
cient excuſe? Would you not inſiſt upon it, 
that it was his duty, there, upon the ſpot, to 

Publiſh his diſlike, or rather to reſolve to 
thither no more, And 3 you not think 10 
Sa is 


„ 
his chegfng to avoid the innocent concert, and te 
frequent the vicious one, was a ſign he was 
grown in love with profaneneſs and immorality ? 
And would you not urge that his proteſting 
againſt fact would not ſerve his turn? No more 
will your proteſting againſt fact ſerve yours. 
Is there not all the /ame reaſon to condemn your 
| profiles, which is exactly like it? If you really 
ook upon ſeveral paſſages in the Liturgy to be 
contrary to truth, and to the holy ſcripture, and 
to contain in them contradictions and idolatry 
is there not as much reaſon, that you ſhou! 
leave the communion of the church, as that your 
ſon ſhould avoid profane ye Act 
a conſiſtent part. Leave your hypocriſy: dare 
not any longer to trifle with men and with a 
heart-ſeatching Gop : be not aſhamed of the 
truth in an unbelieving and ſcoffing age: be 
faithful to the death, and you ſhall inherit the 
crown of life.“ - But conſider, farther, 
FourTHLY. Your obligations to the cauſe of 
truth and of chriſtianity. Do you not look upon 
it as deſirable, my Unitarian friends, that the. 
truth ſhould be generally known and received? 
But how is it poſſible that this ſhould ever be 
the caſe; if it be never profzſed? Do you think, 
there would have been at this day any chriſtians 
in the world ; if all the diſciples of Jeſus, in 
the earlier ages had contented themſelves with 
a filent acquieſcence in the truth of the goſpel, 
whilſt they regularly frequented the temples of 
idol gods? Do you imagine that there would 
have been any reformation two hundred years 
ago, had the firſt proteſtants, never thought of 


see An Addreſs to conforming Arians, printed in 1735 
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withdrawing themſelves from the communion 
of the Church of Rome, nor of forming ſocie- 
ties, whoſe religious fervices ſhould be conducted 
more agreeably to the ſcripture plan? Can it 
be expected, then, that the dodrine of the 
divine unity ſhould gain ground, whilſt Unita- 
rians remain quietly in a Trinitarian church ? 
The experiment, however, has been tried. 
About an hundred years ſince, there was in Eng- 
land a body of very reſpeQable Unitarians. They 
were men of the beſt characters: they were zea- 
lous for the truth: but they did not ſee that 
duty called upon them to abſent themſelves 
from the eſtabliſhed places of worſhip. The 
confequence was that, upon their deaths, the 
doQrine of the unity of Gop was nearly loſt in 
this country, Mr. Firmin a moſt excellent 
Unitarian chriſtian of that period, became ſen- 
fible towards the end of his life, that they had 
acted upon miſtaken and pernicious principles. 
He began to fear that the true idea of Gop 
would be loſt among chriſtianz, He was pain« 
folly apprehenſive, that unleſs Unitarians Erm- 
ed themſelves into diſtin& religious ſocieties, 
the continual uſe of terms which in their or- 
dinary ſignification, are confeſſed by all to imply 
three Gods, would paganize, at ſome time, 
the whole chriſtian church. The preſent flou.- 
riſhing ſtate of the Unitarian caufe, is prinei- 
pally.to be aſeribed to the deciſive and noble 
conduct of thoſe honeſt men, who have with- 
drawn themſelves from the eſtabliſhed church, 
and ſacrificed to truth and conſcience every 
proſpe& of intereſt and emolument. Were all 
of you, my brethren, to imitate their example, 
it would be an effectual means of ſerving the cauſe 
of truth. But nothing ſhort of your ſeparation 
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from every Trinitarian ſociety of chriſtians will 
be of any laſting avail. | | 
There cannot be a plainer rule of life than 
this, that every man ſhould do what he would 
wiſh others to do, and what he is convinced would 
be beſt, if all others would do. No man can tell, 
what influence his own, example may have to 
produce a good effect. Whatever comes of it; he 
by theſe means diſcharges his conſcience, and 
(as far as following his duty in this inſtance 
can do it) /aves his own faul.“ Perhaps it 
would be the means of relieving from a heavy 
burden the mind of many a miniſter of the Lord 
Jeſus, who is convinced that the offices of the 
church are very diflant from the principles of 
the goſpel, but whoſe apprehenſions of the diſ- 
treſſes of poverty are a — to his following the 
dictates of truth and conſcience. Such would 
find . congregations ready to receive them as 
their paſtors. You would become their friends 
and patrons, What ſatisfaction would it yield 
you? and how would you rejoice in the hope 
of ſharing the rewards, as you had eaſed the 
trials of thoſe righteous men. Would it not 
afford much greater ſatis faction to your minds, 
than can ever reſult from your preſent courſe 
of condut, which encourages in their hypo- 
criſy thoſe clergymen, who not only ſubſcribe 
what they do not believe, but utter every day 
what they mnſt conſider as nothing leſs than 
impious falſehoods, in the form of a ſolemn 
by > v3 to Almighty Gop. And can it be 
eaſy to you to be acceſſary to other men's ſins ; 


o See a letter to a layman on the ſubjet of Mr, Lindſey's 
propoſal for a reformed church, p. 18. "71 
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and, thus, to be, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe 
why ſome periſh, for whom Chriſ died ! 
By continuing in communion with a Trini- 
tarian church, you not only do your part to 
prevent a reformation, but you eſſentially in- 
jure the cauſe of Chriſt, and take the moft 
effectual ſtep in your power to confirm and per- 
petuate the perjudices of unbelievers againft 
the religion of Jeſus. A clergyman (who had 
been a chaplain aboard a ſhip) writing to Mr. 
Whiſton, 25. J was ſorry that the Turks, 
«« Jews, &c. were ſo very much offended with 
«« the chriſtian religion, upon theſe two ac- 
counts, viz. the one the worſhipping of img- 
e ges, the other the belief and worſhip of the 
« Trinity, which ſeemed to them to be the belief of 
** three Gods.” La Compte's Hiſtory of China 
ſpeaks of the heathens, as deriding the chriſtian 
octrine of a mortal God, and upon that account 
conſidering” chriſtianity as fabulous. Dr. Cauſa- 
bon ſays, that this doctrins has hept more people 
from embracing the chriſtian faith than any thing he 
Anows of. Mahomet in his Koran, ſays, ** It is 
««4 long fince the infidels (meaning the chriſtians) 
«© have ſaid that there are three Gods; certainly 
te there is but one.“ Thus does the doQtrine of 
the Trinity prove a ſtumbling-block in the way 
of Jews, Mahometans and Heathens. Nor is it 
to be wondered at, if many others offended with 
the harſh ſounds and irreconcileable principles 
of the eſtabliſhed Liturgy, forſake the aſſemblies 
of public . and are prejudiced againſt 
chriſtianity. Will it not be a ſervice to ſuch to 
ſet them an example of diftingutſhing between 
the goſpel and the corruptions of it? Will it not 
afford them a fair opportunity to jadge of its 
truth, if you exhibit it in its plain and native 
dreſs? Let them ſee what chriſtianity is in 
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itfelf. Your continued conformity miſleads them 
and contributes to keep out of fight the real and 
genuine goſpel, | Every error retained, obſcures 
the light and glory of the goſpel. Peculiarly 
pernicious, then, ' muſt be ho influence of an 
error which beclouds the fundamental doctrine 
of revelation,—the unity of Gop, and multiples 
the objects of religious adoration. 


ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS, 


Though the juſtneſs of this repreſentation be 
rr pede re ; it may be objected perhaps by 
ome, 


(FixsT OBJecT10N.) That it does not become 
common, lay chriſtians to buſy themſelves about a 
reformation, and that this matter ought to be left to 
the biſhops and the reſ of the clergy. 


But let me requeſt ſuch perſons to remember, 
that the arguments and reaſonings which have 
been adopted in this addreſs, apply to all orders 
of chriſtians. Is not religion the concern of 
every man? Is it not the — of every man to 
obey Gon ? Does not every man worſhip Gop 
for himſelf? Is not integrity and fincerity re- 
Aue in every man? Is not the truth of the 
ame importance to every man? ls not every 
man under an obligation to lay no ſtumbling- 
block in the way of the converſion and ſalvation 
of unbelievers? You may as well ſay, my 
friends, that the biſhops and clergy are to be 
jaſt and charitable, and temperate, and pious 
for you, and that it is no concern of yours to 


cultivate theſe virtues. But pray conſider, that 


if you be not good chriſtians yourſelves, you cannot 
expect to be /aved yourſelves.. | 3 
| | eſides 


* 
Beſides you have no reaſon to ſuppoſe that the 
biſhops and clergy in general will ever promote 
a reformation, The biſhops have always oppo- 
ſed it to the utmoſt of their influence, Many 
unſucceſsful attempts have been made to obtain 
their concurrence in advancing that and fimilar 
objects. It cannot be reaſonably looked for in 
men whoſe rank and wealth and power depend 
(or are ſuppoſed to depend) upon things con- 
tinuing in their preſent ſtate. Tt cannot be 
expected that thoſe clergymen who have con- 
ſcientiouſly ſubſcribed the articles, and approve 
the ſervices of the church, ſhould be friends to 
any material alteration, Even ſome who cannot 
but wiſh the reformation of many things, in ſo 
old and complex a ſyſtem as that of the church, 
have diſcernment enongh to foreſee, that if a 
reformation ſhould once begin, it will not ſtop 
where they would chooſe to have it, and it is but 
too plain that they are abſolutely bent upon 
retaining, at the hazard of perpetuating what- 
ever themſelves think weoug: many things which 
they are ſenſible cannot eſcape an inquiry, if 
any inquiry be encouraged. Like * in the 
center of an immenſe web, they feel at every 
extremity of it; knowing, that if what ſeem to 
be only the outworks be demoliſhed, the whole 
fabric will come to the ground. * 
With you therefore, my brethren, it lies to 
begin a reformation. - You may not live to ſee 
the completion of it : but it will undoubtedly yo on 
and be gathering ground every day. The heads 
of the church and of the ſtate mu/? follow, though 
they will not lead. | | | 
\ But to the conduct, which has been pointed 
out, you may, perhaps, make a Second O- 
® Letter to a Layman, p. 20. 
JECTION 
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1JECTION, Viz, That there are many good things in 
the church ſervices, and that you ſhow your candour 
and charity in putting up with what you think ami/+. 
Such a plea would equally excuſe a concurrence 
in the worſhip of the Church of Rome, from the 
Liturgy of which theſe excellent things are 
borrowed. Beſides, no mixture of truth can 
alter the nature of the errors blended with it ; 
nor any ardour and elevation of ſpirit in ſome 
arts, preſerye us innocent in the uſe of thoſe 
ervices, the leading ſentiments of which are 
finful. As to the candour and charity you wiſh to 
ſhow ; permit me to obſerve, that we ought to be 
greatly upon our guard, that we do not impo/e 
ugon ourſelves, by imagining that we poſſeſs and 
exerciſe a virtue, of which we have only the 
appearance. There is ſcarcely any thing more* 
injurious to our religious character and conduct, 
than this /e/f-deception. I fear it is too often the 
caſe that thoſe who perſuade themſelves that they 
are actuated by candour in attending ſtatedly or 
occaſionally upon the worſhip of eftablifhed 
church, never think of ſhowing their candour 
by joining in the religious ſervices of ſome ſiuile, 
meau and deſpiſed ett, and would really be 
aſhamed to be ſeen in their poor and obſcure 
conventicles, But in truth, ſuch perſons totally 
miſtake the nature and proper exerciſe of can- 
dour. Candour does not conſiſt in the /acrifice 
of principle, in the countenancing and ſupporting of 
error, but in meekly bearing with the ſentiments 
of other people, in leving the men, though we 
eck their opinions, and in entertaining juſt views 

of their character and future condition. You 
- ſhow no true candour and charity, then, in 
adopting the idolatrous worſhip of the Church 
of England, or of any other church. When you 
publicly and uniformly ſhow your — 
that 


($0 ] 


that worſhip; you will afford yourſelves an 
opportunity of teſtifying your Charity towards 
thoſe who conſcientiouſly perform it. But you 
will, perhaps, ſtate, as | 


TIR D OBJECTION, That you have ſome office 
or employment in the church, in the diſcharge of which 
you benefit the community. 


But do you really think that the ſervice, 
which you render to your neighbourhood is by 
apy means equivalent to the injury you do to your 
own mind and to the cauſe of pure chriſtianity ? 
Will it by any means make up for your counte- 
nancing falſehood and idolatry, for your up- 
holding the moſt glaring corruptions of the 
goſpel and bringing a diferedit upon the chriſ- 
tian religion? Do you really imagine that 
Gop ſtands in any need of your inſincerity, 
wickedneſs and ruin, in order to accompliſh 
his deſigns? To do evil that good may come is a 
maxim which Paul diſclaims with abhorrence ; 
and James ſays, that if 4 man offend, that is 
knowingly, wilfully and habitually offend, in 
one point he is guilty of all. 

No longer, then, ſupport the groſſeſt corrup- 
tions of chriſtianity, no longer diſguiſe the 
character and perfections of the Almighty, no 
longer, afford an occaſion for the unbelief of 
the Jew, for the ridicule of the Gentile, Pro- 
feſs the genuine goſpel of Jeſus ; ſeparate your- 
ſelves, from an 1dolatrous church; proteſt 
againſt her errors; awaken the attention of men; 
excite them to inquiry; teach them to ſhake off 
that ſlaviſh reverence for public forms, and an 
eſtabliſhed religion, which ſcreens jargon, ab- 
. ſurdity and myſticiſm from a free examination. 
I addreſs you as chriſtians: I addreſs you as 
perſons who have learnt to look not entirely A 

| the 
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the things which are ſeen and temperal, but at 
things which are anſeen and eternal, as perſons 
who think it their duty to give ſome attention 
to the concerns of religion, as well as to the 
concerns of buſineſs. If you be diſpoſed to obey 
Gop rather than men; if you have that holy 
dread of idolatrf;, which animated the primitive 
believers ; if you be friends to that /mplicity and 
godly fincerity, in which the apoſtle gloried ; if 
you have any love for the truth, any reverence for 
the goſpel, any regard to the /alvation of mankind ; 
Jam perſuaded you will feel yourſelves difpoſed 
to pay ſome attention to the thoughts which 
have now been ſubmitted to your conſideration. 
Bot there are always difficulties to be encoun- 
tered in treading the path of duty, and eſpeci- 
ally that part of it, to which we have hitherto 
been ftrangers. Happy the man, who is not 
diſcouraged by them, from proceeding! Happ 
the man, who has reſolution and ſteadineſs enoug 
to encounter all, and to“ preſs forward to the mark 
* of the prize of his high calling of Gop in 
«© Chriſt Jeſus!” Some diſcouraging thoughts 
are now, perhaps, preſenting themſelves to your 
minds, my friends, Be upon your guard, I 
pray you, that they have not more influence 
upon you than they deferve. Conſider that if 
you be Unitarians in hag gn. every ſuggeſtion 
which pleads in favour of your conformity tq 
Trinitarian worſhip, pleads in oppoſition to your 
duty and your eternal intereſt. One difficulty, and 
which, indeed, may be conſidered as an un- 
anſwerable objection to the conduct here recom- 
mended, 1s that 

(FouxTa OBJtcTiON.) There it no place of 
worſhip near you, in which God, the Father only, 
?s worſhipped. It is a moſt melancholy thought, 
that this ſhould be the caſe with any of * 
9 l ut, 
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But, alas! it muſt be acknowledged, that where 
there are even di//enting ſocieties, there are fre- 
quently no Unitarian ones, many diſſenters be- 
ing as firm Trinitarians, as any Church of 
England man, and conducting their religious 
ſervices in a manner equally repugnant to the 
feelings and principles of a conſcientious wor- 
ſhipper of the one only /iving and true Gon, Bat 
when there is a diſſenting ſociety of Unitarians, 
you ought, undoabtedly, to join them in pre- 
ference to the Church of England : for though 
you like a Liturgy better than extempore prayer; 
yet a matter of this kind ought never to be con» 
ſidered of ſo much importance, as to make yo 
ſacrifice ſincerity, truth, and the goſpel cauſe, 
But if there be in A. RS noijh[ni- / 
tarian place of worſhip of any kind, there is ſo 
much the greater call for your exertions. A 
clear, explicit, open, and deciſive conduct, is 
abſolutely neceſſary; if you would ſerve the 
cauſe of Gop and of truth. If you be the only 
mar in your neighbourhood whole eyes Almighty 
Gop has opened to the truth; ſtill be per- 
ſuaded to ** flee from idolatry.” If you make 
it a point of conſcience to devote the Sunday, 
or any other part of the week, to religious pur- 
poſes, your conduct will ſoon be noticed, ſome 

erſons will be led to inquire, aud it cannot be long 
before you will meet with ſome, ready to join 
you in ſocial worſhip, upon a ſcriptural plan, 
A cavſe ſo good, muſt gain advocates, when it 
is properly underſtood. Nothing is wantin 
but, attention and inguiry, and the truth wil 
flouriſh. Let the fteadineſs of your conduct, 
added to the perfection of your character, ex- 
cite that attention. As ſoon as you meet with 
any ready to join you in adoring the ones Gop ; 
you may enjoy all the comforts and 8 
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of ſocial worſhip. You cannot imagine that it 
is Mental to the atility and acceptableneſs of 
ſocial worſhip, that zumbers ſhould be aſſembled 
together in a houſe devoted to the purpoſe, and 
with all the attendants of a miniſter regularly 
educated, and other officers. 
In the firſt ages of chriſtianity we read of 
" _ churches that did not extend beyond the circle 
#; of a family, as the church in Nymphas' houſe, * 
and that in the houſe of Philemon, &c. It 
# - Cannot admit of a doubt whether it be not pre- 
„ © ferable to wotthip the only true Gop, with 
one's family only, agreeably to the ſcriptures, 
and in the language of ſincerity and truth, 
than to join the largeſt ſociety with every cir- 
cumſtance of ſtate, convenience and ſplendour, 
in a worſhip which the ſcriptures forbid and 
our hearts copprove, You will find it more 
eaſy to put ſuch a plan into execution than you 
might, at firſt, imagine, Of uſeful ſermons, 
there is a great variety, ſuch as Tillotſon's, 
Secker's, Balguy's, Jortin's, Lardner's, Bourn's, 
Holland's, and Prieftley's, You will be well 
able to conduct the devotional ſervices, with 
the aſſiſtance of Mr. Lindſey's reformed Liturgy, 
of that uſed ar.Saliſbury, + or of Dr. Prieſtley's 
«© Forms of Prayer, and other offices, for the uſe 
of Unitarian Societies.” In theſe publications 
ou will find ſervices for the Lord's ſupper and for 
aptiſm, which it is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe can 
be conducted properly by none but a regularly 
ordained miniſter, for nothing of this kind is 
intimated in the New Teſtament, 
By thus maintaining a noble independence 
and conſiſtency of conduct in all your religious 


1 A Col. iv, 15. | | 
I There is alſo a valuable one, lately publiſhed, to be uſed 
at the new Unitarian chapel in Mancheſter, 


concerns, 
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concerns, you will improve and confirm your 
own character; you will be an honour to the 
cauſe you eſpouſe ; you will render eſſential 
ſervice to mankind, and be enabled to look 
forward with pleaſure to the great day of re- 
tribution, You and your fellow-labourers in the 
cauſe of Gop, will be like a city /et upon a bill: 
you will be the means of diſſeminating far and 
wide the principles of true chriſtian worſhip, and 
of diffuſing a ſpirit of ſerious and rational zeal. 


But perhaps you will ſtart another difficulty, 
viz. that 


(FirTau OBjeEcTion.) Tou have reaſon to 
axpect a violent oppoſition to your ſeparating from the 
ehurch, on the part of your neareſt friends and con- 
vections. Your caſe is undoubtedly to be pitied. 
But poſlibly your fears lead you to imagine that 
they will carry their reſentment much farther, 
than there is any juſt ground for believing they 
will. When they ſee that you act upon principle, 
that the favour and approbation of Gov, is the 
grand motive of your conduct, and that you are 
Heady in what you eſteem to be the path of duty; 
their reſentment will probably be ſoftened, and 
their confidence and affection towards you will 
gradually revive. Indeed the mere circumſtance 
of your diſſent being an la thing (as it muſt in 
time become) will naturally wear off that dread 
towards it which was felt at firſt, and they will 
at length perceive and acknowledge that it has 
not made you ſuch a frange being as they ima- 
gined it would, At any rate the line of duty is 
clear. Your hardſhips will be no greater than 
thoſe which our Lord laid it down as abſolately 
neceſſary that his firſt followers ſhould endure, 
than thoſe which were often experienced by the 
reformers of the ſixteenth century, or than thoſe 
which every faithful diſciple of Jeſus will be 

+. ready 
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ready to undergo, when called to them in the 
courſe of duty. He that loveth father or 
mother more than me (ſaith our Lord) is not 
«« worthy of me. He that loveth ſon or daugh- 
«© ter more than me, is not worthy of me. 
«© Whoſoever he be of you that forſaketh not 
** all which he hath, his father and mother, and 
«© wife and children, and brethren and ſtſters, 
«© yea and his own life alſo, he cannot be my 
*<£ diſciple.” May God give you grace to act 
up to your chriſtian e . 


But ſome perhaps will ſay, 


., (SixTH OBJjECTiON.) I cannot bear to be ſo 
Hngular, as to leave the church in which I have 
been educated, eſpecially if it be neceſſary to 
make my houſe a place of ſocial worſhip, _ 
But let ſuch perſons conſider, that the greater 
the effort, the greater will be the merit, and that 
where duty 1s concerned, all other conſiderations, 
be their weight greater or leſs, ought to be 
poſtponed to it. We chriſtians ought to be 
thankful that we have nothing more difficult to 
encounter. What would we have done in the 
day of adverſity, if we cannot bear proſperity? 
And it ought not to be forgotten, that none will 
be diſtinguiſhed by our great Maſter as his 
worthy diſciples and followers, but thoſe who 
ſhall be ready to riſk and even to abandon every 
thing in the world, and even to take up their erde 
for the ſake of his goſpel. Every ſituation and 
circumſtance of things, has its peculiar difficul- 
ties, which wiſe and conſciencious men will lay 
their account with meeting and be prepared to 
bear. This, in fact, wal be done by every 
perſon who does not adopt the principle of 
univerſal conformity to the world and who will not 
make his religion ſubſervient to it, But _ 
; I 
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will ſuch religion do for a man, when the world, 
and all the follies and vanities of it ſhall be no 
more? | | 

It is your profeſſed faith, as chriſtians, that 
aſſuredly as the great Author of our religion, 


the Ambaſſador of truth and grace has already 


appeared in the world, he will be revealed from 
heaven, to raiſe his ſincere diſciples to glory and 
Immortality. How will all the great and ſplen- 
did os of life diſappear before the bright- 
neſs of his coming! Is there need of more 
than one moment's calm reflection to convince 
you, that then the only thing of conſequence 
will be his approbation? And can we really 
entertain the ſerious and rational hope of it, 
merely becauſe we have profeſſed his religion, 
whilſt we have joined with the many to counte- 
nance, and with the great to ſupport the cor- 
Tuptions of it? Will it be then a valid plea, 
that faſbion and intereſt urged us to depart from 
his laws, to act inconſiſtently with our own 
convictions, and obey nen rather than God ? 
Conceive how your minds would be affected 


were the awful appearance of the Judge, an 


event which you had more grounds to look for, 
within a few days. Were the heavens to open 
and- you to ſee him coming in the clouds, in 
whom 54 believe as the guide to eternal life— 
him w 

will worſhip the FaTuex in ſpirit and truth,” — 
him who, was himſelf the faithful and true 


witneſs,” and died “ leaving us an example 


to follow his ſteps” —him who hath warned us, 
that whoſoever loveth father or mother more 
than him, is not worthy of him — him who hath 
laid it down as a certain principle that his true 


* Preface to Forms of Prayer, &c. 


o declared that the true worſhippers, - 


diſciples 
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diſciples are not of the world! It is left to your 
own minds to imagine, how a conduct formed 
from a deference to the example and authority 
of worldly men, or from the views of profit and 
greatneſs, will appear to ſuch a judge: and to 
your own hearts, when ſummoned to his tribunal, 
to receive according to your works, 
You believe the chriſtian religion to be true. 
Believing it to be true, can you doubt the 
ropriety of my laying theſe conſiderations be- 
ore you, or reſiſt the force of them? You 
cannot but believe that the great founder of 
your faith will verify all his declarations: and 
then what will be the ſtate of thoſe, who have 
regarded the world and what it can offer, more 
than Bit word and promiſes? Can you look 
forward to their fituation without fear, without 
ſolicitude to eſcape the ſhame and diſgrace of 
it? Theſe expectations are ſufficient to expoſe 
the weakneſs and folly of being captivated by 
the pomps and emoluments, enſlaved by the 
authority, or enſnared by the faſhion of any 
religious eſtabliſhment whatſoever, Theſe: are 
things, which will all vaniſh away as airy phan- 
toms, But truth, fidelity to Gop, and inte- 
rity of character, are things of laſting excel- 
ence and worth, of eſſential importance on that 
day, which will try all things: everlaſting 
honours await them : they will draw after them, 
in the final iſſue, ſtability, glory, and life for 
evermore. | | 3 
It is but a ſhort time before we ſhall find the 
truth of theſe things : they ſhould therefore 
affect our minds, and influence our conduct, as 
if they were to be immediately revealed. It 
is but a ſhort time that we have, any of us, to 
abide here; _ therefore we ſhould loſe 2 
opportunity of bearing our teſtimony to the 
— of Gop.”? 5 Whatever 
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Whatever be your circumſtances, dread join. 
ing,, with your enlightened and informed minds, 
in  wn/criptural, inſincere and idolatrous worſhi Ps 
remembering, the words of the Lord Jeſus, that 
the Father, feeketh ſuch. to worſhip him, as, 
«© worſhip: him in Hirit and in trutb: and 
thou ſhalt love Tae Lok THy Gop, and 
«« him or ſhalt thou ſerve.” 
Dread alſo that awful voice from heaven, re- 
ſpecting all antichriſtian corruptions of the goſ- 
pel in figurative Babylon : ©* Come out of her, 
*© my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
*« fins, that ye receive not of her plagues,” 
That you may be daily growing in grace; 
that you may act with the firmneſs of men, with 
the ſerioufueſs and conſiſtency of chriſtians, is 
the ſincere prayer of 


Your affectionate Friend 


| and Brother in the Lord Jeſus. 
Mar 29, 1789. | 


— 


IT is the opinion of many learned men, that 
in the following paſſages, among otbers, the 
tranſlators of our preſent Engliſh Bible, have 
made conſiderable miſtakes, F | 

_ Iſaiah ix, 6. is rendered by ancient and 
many modern interpreters, ** His name ſhall be 
*«« called wonderful, counſellor, the ſtrong, the 


6 mi * | t ** 
mighty, the father of the age | As, 
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Ads vii. 59: the word God is not in the original. 

Acts xx. 28. In the beſt and moſt ancient ma- 
nuſcript copies of the New Teſtament, : it is 
„ ſeed te church of the Lord, which ht&hath 
:purchaſed! with his blood,“ not God!?! !: 
Rom. I. 5. might be uanflated, «© of whom 
(i. e. of the Iraelites) Chriſt dame: God, 
who is over all be- bleſfed for ever.)“ 
1 Cor. 1, 2. ſhould” be tranſlated'*(fay fome 
learned critics) ** with all that in every place, 
are called by the name of Jeſus: Chriſt our 
xce;T;gr;22:: 15% 129 04.3) ie 2147 29 V1 

Phil: ii. 6. would have been more juſtly tranſ- 
Jatéed, who, being in the form of God, thought 
«© not the being like to God a thing to be 
% greedily ſeized by him; but emptied himſelf, 
« taking the form of a ſervant, being iu the like- 
«© neſs of men, and being found in faſhion as a 
«© man, he humbled himſelf,” &c. 

Heb. i. 8. ſhould rather be rendered, “ but 
r concerning the Son he ſaith, God is thy throne 
« for ever and ever,“ that is, God is the ſup- 
port of thy throne, & ũð ñ é᷑ 

1 John iii. 16. Moſt copies omitting the word 
God, read this verſe thus. herein perceive we 
love, in that he laid down his life for us.“ 

1 John v. 7, 8. ſhould read thus“ for there are 
ce three that bear record, the ſpirit, the water, 
„ and the blood, and theſe three agree in one.“ 
The words [in heaven, the Father, the word and the 
Holy Ghoft, and theſe three are one, and there are 
three thal bear witneſs in earth] have never been 
proved to be in au Greek manuſcript, before 
the invention of printing, nor were ever cited by 
any of the numerous writers in the whole Arian 
controverſy, concerning the Trinity, in the 
fourth century, In the Engliſh Bibles in the 
reign of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. they were 

| printed 
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printed in a different character, toſignify their being 
wanting in the original. 

Rev. i. 11. The words [I am Alpha and Omega, 
the firſt and the laſt] were probably not written 
by the author of the book, as they are ſaid to 
be wanting in all the beſt manuſcript copies. 

You will find more upon this ſubject in- The 
4 Chatechiſt: or, An Inquiry into the Doctrine 
© of the Scriptures, concerning the one true 
God,“ price 2s. or in the Sequel to an 
Apology on reſi gning the Vicarage of Catterick,”” 
both by the Rev. Mr. Lindſey. The Unitarian 
doctrine is alſo ſupported in a maſterly manner, 
in ©* Diſcourſes on the Divine Unity, by W. 
Chriſtie, jun. Merchant of Montroſe,” a gentle. 
man who has purſued the courſe of conduct 
recommended in the above addreſs, conducting 
the religious ſervices of a newly raiſed ſociety, 
whoſe , profeſſed object is to worſhip the one 
only true Gov. 


